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Year 1

Spring Term 
Enchantment
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Gardens, castles, flowers and fairy stories – the children’s imaginations will be running wild with this fantasy topic. The children will study enchanted stories from our own and other cultures. Visits to castles and gardens will help to fuel their own imaginations. They will look at forces and materials as they look at how castles are constructed and how draw bridges work. They will study the history of the local castle and also study the family history of the Fox family – creators of Trebah garden and responsible for bringing many plants to Cornwall. Through close examination of flower gardens they will look at plant life cycles and in DT make their own fantasy flowers. ICT will be used for garden simulations, making simple flower databases and also for story writing. The children will study the weather and climate, both for their importance to gardens and also for their ability to create moods in enchanted places
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English
	Children will explore traditional tales with enchanted castles and magical scenes. They will look at stories with predictable and patterned language and study poems with pattern and rhyme. Recounts will be made of their special trips and information texts studied and written about minibeasts.
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Maths
	Every term the children will cover a variety of maths objectives related to five main areas:

Counting, partitioning and calculating

Securing number facts and understanding shape

Handling data and measures

Calculating and measuring

Reasoning and applying mathematical ideas.

	[image: image1.png]



Science
	Close observation and hands on practical activities will be they key foci of the science in this topic. The children will experience a wide variety of flowering plants in their garden trips.  They will discuss the seasons in relation to growing plants and look at the weather associated with each season. They will study the life cycles of plants and compare them in simple terms to life cycles of animals. Through their study of castles the children will classify all of the materials used to make a castle.
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History
	The children will visit the castle and study various aspects of its changing history over the centuries. They will also look at how the Fox family brought beautiful plants to Cornwall and played a part in developing many of its enchanted gardens.
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Geography
	The children will be studying the Cornish climate and how it enables special plants to grow. They will look at the weather in general and see where in the world certain types of weather are common. On a trip (castle or garden) they will take a close look where the actual site is located and why it was chosen. They will also consider how the site is laid out, where the car parking is, why the shop is located in a certain place etc. Extending this thinking they will consider how people manage and sustain special environments and places.
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Art
	The children will explore the work of Georgia O’Keefe and recreate floral drawings, paintings and relief sculptures. They will also visit an Art Gallery.
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DT
	After visiting some wonderful gardens the children will design and make their own fantasy flowers.
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ICT
	Children will use ipads to write their own poems, Pic Collages and Book Creator to explore enchanted worlds. They will use the app Brushes to create their own garden. Children will create a route around an enchanted garden using Beebots and write a simple algorithm using Hopscotch.

Throughout the topic digital literacy (e-safety) skills will be developed.
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Music
	Music from ballets, classical composers and Fantasia will all be used as inspiration for this topic. The children will explore timbre, tempo, pitch and dynamics as they listen to enchanted music and create some of their own! The children learnt to count and perform the three beats of a waltz.
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PSHE
	This topic really focuses the children on the magical places we have on our doorstep. The aim is to instill a sense of wonder and pride in these places and a sense of responsibility to keep them beautiful for future generations to enjoy.
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Economic Wellbeing and Financial Capability 


	On their trips to the gardens and the castle the children will explore the range of jobs that need to be done to enable it to be successful. They will interview people who do different jobs and explore the skills needed to do each job. Linking to their work in PSHE they will investigate ways to preserve and maintain these environments for future generations. 
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British Values
	Throughout this topic the children will be exploring and learning about the rules for caring for and looking after special places in our community. They will learn that rules help us all to stay safe and show respect for special places. 

Mutual respect and tolerance of other faiths and beliefs is covered through our RE lessons.
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Homework
	The children should read daily to an adult at home. This needs to be recorded in their reading record book and signed by an adult. The reading books will be changed when they have finished it.
 Homework related to other curriculum areas will be given out on a Friday to be returned on the following Tuesday.

	Pupil Premium



Cultural Capital

	Visits to;

· An Art Gallery

· A Museum

· Trebah Gardens

· Pendennis Castle


