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Year 6
Spring Term 
Oceans
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Ocean adventure is at the heart of this topic. The children will study the mysteries of the oceans, the creatures that inhabit them and the dangers they face. The local area will be used to uncover stories of smuggling and piracy. Then, on the other side of the world, Kenzuke’s Kingdom will enable children to encounter desert island life and plan for survival on an island. News reports and drama will be used for shark attack report writing. The oceans of the world will be identified and environmental issues that affect the creatures in these important areas will be explored. 
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Literacy
	Through their studies of the oceans they will write non-fiction informative texts to highlight some wonders of the oceans of the world. They will use persuasive and argument writing techniques to highlight the plight of the shark in the face of ‘finning’. They will debate and discuss the issues relating to sustainability and renewable energy. Journalistic newspaper report writing will also be studied to write reports of fictional shark attack survivors and their life-stories. The children will use the classic texts of Kenzuke’s Kingdom to inspire their writing about the seas. They will write their own ship wreck adventures based on this.
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Maths
	Every term the children will cover a variety of maths objectives related to five main areas:

Counting, partitioning and calculating

Securing number facts and understanding shape

Handling data and measures

Calculating and measuring

Reasoning and applying mathematical ideas.
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Science
	The science in this topic is related to ocean food chains and food webs and how ocean creatures are classified and adapted for their environments. They will also study pollution, mixtures that dissolve and immiscible mixtures and they will consider how materials can be separated with the aim of removing pollutants. They will also study the water cycle and the importance of the oceans within this. As a revision they will look at the forces involved in sailing, floating and sinking. The children also undertake a desert island survival mini project. Part of this requires them to source a balanced diet, source clean water and make shelter and tools by using specially chosen properties of natural materials.
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History
	The history of piracy will be studied here, along with biographies of the most well-known pirates. 


	[image: image6.jpg]



Geography
	The children will map the oceans of the world and look at the problems facing our oceans. A particular focus will be on human impact on the ocean in terms of ecosystems and overfishing. We will also study closely the plight of the shark as an increasingly endangered species. 

	[image: image7.wmf]
Art
	By studying the different styles of various artists the children will focus on colour and style to create their own paintings. They will use the technique of pointillism and draw together all previous knowledge of contrasting, complementary and primary, secondary and tertiary colours to create ‘Creatures of the Deep’ artwork.
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DT
	There is no DT related to this topic.

	[image: image9.wmf]
ICT
	The children will learn about the cloud and how it works and communicate this information using word processing or presentation apps. They will make instructional videos about how to survive a shark attack and use search techniques to discover more about the world’s ocean. 
Throughout the topic digital literacy (e-safety) skills will be developed.
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Music
	The children will study ocean noises and different music and songs written about the sea. They will use these as a base to explore rhythm and pulse and cyclic patterns.  This can also be used as an opportunity to explore the history of music both with classical and contemporary music about the sea and also with the development of traditional sea shanties from past to present day.
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PSHE
	The mistreating of sealife will be discussed in PSHE. The children will explore the work of environmental campaigners, decide their own views on the issues and take part in discussions and debates.
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Homework
	Children are expected to read EVERY night. They are now expected to know (with instant recall) their times tables up to 12X12– and related division facts. They will have spellings on Tuesdays and either maths, science, literacy or topic work to be handed in by the following Monday. 
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British Values
	The children will write a speech to debate a topic of their choice to enter the ‘Youth Speaks’ competition. They will experience the democratic process as the judges decide on the winning speech across the schools taking part. 

The children will further develop their respect for the sea and the rules for safety at sea. 

Mutual respect and tolerance of other faiths and beliefs is covered through our RE lessons.
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Safeguarding

	This term we will celebrate National Internet Safety Day where we will focus on aspects of online safety. 

Sea safety will be a key ingredient of this topic as the children encounter stories of perilous oceans and shipwrecks and also reports of pollution and pollutants. They will learn what to do if they do go overboard at sea and also who to call if they witness an accident off our coast.

	Pupil Premium
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Cultural Capital
	Children will:

· Make a speech


