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Autumn Term 1st Half 2017

Safari/Wild Animals
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 Through fun and play the children will gain lots of opportunities to learn about all types of wild animals; those from safari, those from the jungle and rainforest and even prehistoric ones. A trip to the zoo will fire their imaginations and through their play they will be given the opportunity to explore a variety of animals; counting their body parts, collecting information about them and acting out animal scenes with role play and dressing up; further stimulated by animal films and stories. The children will use ICT to draw animals and make animations with plasticine models. They will enhance their cutting, drawing and sticking skills by creating a huge class collage of Rousseau’s tiger and will recreate the jungle atmosphere with African drumming and jungle music. Their visual environment will be enhanced by posters, books and film clips displaying the jungle habitats. This in turn will increase their understanding of how the creatures live, feed and interact in those unique habitats.
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 Literacy
	During the term, the children will take part in activities relating to the two topics of Safari and Giants and Castles. The topics will provide opportunities for reading and writing. They will look at non-fiction books and be encouraged to take part in role-play with confidence. The children will bring a book home to share in their book bag every day. Please write a comment in their reading record book. Reading books are changed on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday and children should read daily at home to practice and consolidate their learning.
They will read their school/home book once a week with a parent helper. 
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Mathematics
	All work in Maths will be differentiated according to each child's previous experience. Using practical activities, the children will use mathematical language while sorting, comparing, ordering, sequencing and counting using everyday objects. 
They will watch the TV 'Number-time' programme. 
Number rhymes, songs, stories and counting activities will encourage the children to recognise, understand and use numbers. 
The children will look at the mathematical areas of counting, shape and space, measures, money, addition and subtraction. 
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Understanding the World

	In the first half term, the children will be looking at wild animals and dinosaurs- wild animals of the past! The children will work with models for animation. We will also introduce the children to using an Ipad and using apps to support their learning across the curriculum.
The children will work with water, sand, small play and construction sets. 
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Expressive Arts and Design
	The children will work in 2D and 3D, in large and small scale. They will use a variety of materials. They will produce a Tiger collage and models of animals. They will listen to African music and explore African drums as well as other multi-cultural instruments. They will be introduced to a variety of tuned and untuned percussion instruments, which will be used to produce simple rhythms and accompaniments. 
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	Children will discuss the importance of class and school rules. They will work co-operatively with each other, taking turns with games and sharing equipment. They will take part in role play. 
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Physical Development

	In P.E. the children will use a variety of small and large equipment in order to develop throwing, catching, rolling and kicking skills. They will use the bikes and outdoor equipment in the outdoor learning area. 
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RE

	We follow the God Matters programme of Study for RE. The topics that we will cover this half term are Creation, learning about the wonder of God’s Creation and Prayer, Saints and Feasts looking at all the people who care for them and special family celebrations.
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Homework

	The children will bring a book home each day. Please make a comment in their Reading Record Book. These books will be changed on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. A parent helper will hear them read their home book once a week.
The Reception Class uses the Jolly Phonics Scheme to introduce letters and sounds and early phonics. In the first few weeks, we are looking at the sounds s, a, t, p, i and n.  Please take time to practice the jolly phonics actions and also the sounds on the sound mat. 
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Wellies

	Please can all children send in a pair of named wellies which will stay in school. We use them in our outdoor area so that the children can go outside whatever the weather! 
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	Please can all children have a water bottle every day. We use these in our daily snack time, as well as during P.E. 
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	[bookmark: _GoBack]When possible we have trips to enhance the children’s learning related to our topics. We would welcome any offers of help for our trips. 
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