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Year 6
Autumn Term 2nd Half
Entertainment Through Time
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This topic is all about celebrating performance past and present, indoor and outdoor, home and abroad. The children will look at the history of theatre, especially focusing on Shakespeare’s times. This will enable the children to see what theatre going was like in Tudor times and compare and contrast the experiences of rich and poor. A trip to Princess Pavilion will give a behind the scenes insight into a working theatre. A variety of stages will be studied and the children will create their own special stage with pulleys and lighting. Children will also go backstage at Princess Pavilion and look at the various roles that are needed to put on a production. There will be an opportunity for them to perform on that stage too. Lastly they will showcase their own poems, plays and sketches using their own mini-theatres.
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Literacy
	Performance will be at the heart of this topic. The children will write and perform extracts of plays and poems relating to Carnival and Shakespeare. They will use journalistic techniques to become theatre critics and they will extend the narratives of some of the works that they study by writing a sequel to Macbeth.
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Maths
	Every term the children will cover a variety of maths objectives related to five main areas:

Counting, partitioning and calculating

Securing number facts and understanding shape

Handling data and measures

Calculating and measuring

Reasoning and applying mathematical ideas.
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Science
	The lights and sounds of the theatre will inspire this topic. Children will look at light sources and how they are directed for use in the theatre. They will study shadows and experiment using shadow puppets. They will look at various sounds and sound effects and revise how changes are made in pitch and volume. Finally when making their model theatres they will revise electrical circuits in relation to wiring up their theaters.
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History
	The children will create a timeline of the history of theatre. After that Shakespearean theatre will be the focus. The children will make a study of Tudor England with particular reference to Tudor theatre. They will compare and contrast the lives of rich and poor in Tudor times.
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Geography
	There is no geography in this topic. 


	[image: image7.wmf]
Art
	There is no art in this topic.
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DT
	Within this topic the children get the opportunity to design and make their own theatre. They will be combining skills accumulated throughout the school: using a variety of materials, sewing, woodwork, pulleys, electrics… The overall aim is to produce a model theatre from which they can use models to simulate plays, change backdrops, operate lights, close curtains etc – as real as they can make it!
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ICT
	In relation to the children’s design and make project to build a theatre they will use Flowol to experiment with controlling the lighting for their theatre. They will annotate a playscript and use the annotations to direct the lighting. Their knowledge will be enhanced by a behind the scenes theatre visit, talking to sound and lighting experts. The theatre visit will also be costed using spreadsheets. The children will set up spreadsheets to account for a variety of costings involving the visit – transport, seats, and refreshments. The children will use Scratch to create an animation of a scene from a play.

Throughout the topic digital literacy (e-safety) skills will be developed.


	[image: image10.png]



Music
	Through this topic the children will explore the use a sequence of sound effects for their theatrical productions. They will use i-pads and garage band to compose music for their mini theatre productions.
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PSHE
	This topic will enhance the children’s skills of communication through the opportunity to constructively and critically evaluate a performance.

	[image: image12.emf]
Economic Wellbeing and Financial Capability
	The children will undertake an independent learning and research project in order to gain an insight into the complex balances and calculations needed in order to put on a music concert. They will take on the role of music promoter and have the job of producing a costings report for a gig to be held at Princess Pavilion. They will need to consider booking the venue, paying the band, advertising, riders, equipment rental, accommodation, ticket printing, engineer costs and promotion.  
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Homework
	Reading – every night for 15-20 minutes – record in reading records.

Spellings– given out on a Monday for a test the following Monday.
It is expected that children in Year 6 know all of their times tables up to 12x12 and related division facts. Use homework time to practice these. 
Written homework relating to maths and / or literacy and / or topic will be handed out on Monday to be returned by Friday.
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Safeguarding
	When going backstage in a theatre the children will be made aware of all of the health and safety considerations that need to be made when putting on a performance. They will think about the safety of the actors, the staff and the audience.
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