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Spring Term 
From Farm to Fork
This topic aims to give the children an appreciation of the issues surrounding farming and agriculture today; especially related to our rural county. There will be a big science focus; studying life cycles of plants and animals. The children will see how land use has changed over the years and also how farm machinery has changed and developed. They will study landscapes for painting and printing activities. An exciting end to their project and a lovely link to Easter will be “Looking after an Egg for a Week!” Children will design and make a protective haven for their egg and nurture it for a week (based on the Barnardo’s Nurturing Project).
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Literacy
	The children will use farm animals and other aspects of farming to create riddles to test their friends. They will study and write stories with farm settings taking inspiration from Fantastic Mr Fox. They will also write information texts on all aspects of farming, including writing an information leaflet on how to look after a pet. Finally the children read fables based on farm animals and use these as an inspiration to create their own.
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Maths
	Every term the children will cover a variety of maths objectives related to five main areas:

Counting, partitioning and calculating

Securing number facts and understanding shape

Handling data and measures

Calculating and measuring

Reasoning and applying mathematical ideas.
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Science
	There is an enormous amount of science related to this topic. They will study the life cycles of plants and animals and ensure they are aware of the key life processes. In addition the children will use keys and produce databases for animal classification. They will learn about the conditions needed to grow a plant.
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History
	The children will undertake a brief history of farming and explore changes in agriculture and agricultural machinery over time.
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Geography
	This aspect of the topic will develop mapping skills in order to study changes in the local landscape over time. They will also consider how some farmers try to manage the environment sustainably and how fragile the balance is when disaster strikes or economic pressures force changes. The children will visit Tesco to learn where our food has come from. In addition, when considering sustainability children will investigate food miles and the carbon footprint caused by excessive transport of produce.
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Art
	Children will study a variety of landscapes from various artists. They will then draw their own agricultural landscapes with a focus on the density of line. 
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DT
	The children will participate in “Looking after their Egg for a week!” 
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ICT
	The children will use Information Workshop to make databases which can be used to classify animals. Led by the teacher they will also use a simple spreadsheet to calculate farming costs and profits. The children will program Probots to plough a field. Children will create their own program with a series of instructions, repeats and selection using Hopscotch and Probotics.They will use the internet for historical research on farm machinery and a presentation package to present their findings. Children will begin to have an understanding of computer networks and how they work. Throughout the topic digital literacy (e-safety) skills will be developed.
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Music
	The music associated with this topic is linked to performance. The children will be learning songs linked to country / barn dances. They will perform them at the same time.
The class will learn to play the violin, also learning musical notation and symbols.
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PSHE
	The children will be considering the needs of farmer’s in difficult economic times and thinking about the responsibility they have to decrease the carbon footprint of food miles and eat locally sourced produce.
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Homework
	Children are expected to read at home daily. This could be any reading material so long as the children are experiencing a wide range of genre. Homework will be given twice a week. The first piece will be set on a Tuesday, to be handed in by Thursday and the second set on Thursday to be completed by Monday.
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Economic Wellbeing and Financial Capability 


	By visiting farms that have diversified to make ends meet the children will gain an insight into some of the financial struggles that farmers face. They look at the financial implications of organic v non organic products and by considering environmental crises like foot and mouth or flooding they will gain an understanding of the precarious economic times that some farmers are struggling with.  In addition, when considering sustainability children will investigate food miles and the carbon footprint caused by excessive transport of produce, thinking about the responsibility they have to decrease the food miles and eat locally sourced produce.
Fairtrade?
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British Values


	Children will develop self-confidence and resilience when taking part in the ‘Look after an egg for a week’ challenge.
Respect and acceptance of other lifestyles is encouraged throughout this topic, as the children will learn about the history of farming and gain an insight into the industry. 

Through their Fairtrade coffee morning, the children will learn how they can contribute positively to the lives of others and raise awareness about the importance of Fairtrade. 
Mutual respect and tolerance of other faiths and beliefs is covered through our RE lessons.
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Safeguarding
	This term we will celebrate National Internet Safety Day where we will focus on aspects of online safety. 

Through this topic, children will be made aware of the dangers that farms and farm machinery can pose. They will also learn how farms try to curb the spread of diseases. The dangers of chemicals used on farms will also be highlighted on their trips. Another important lesson is the potential dangers that farm animals may pose, particularly when rearing young.
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Cultural Capital

	Children will:-

· Visit a Farm and learn where food comes from

· Make a speech (Fairtrade Coffee Morning)

· Organise a Fairtrade Coffee Morning to benefit the local community


