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Reception

Spring 2 and Summer 1 2017
Minibeasts and Plant Hunters
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Bugs and beasties are at the heart of this topic which is designed to extend the children’s learning by capturing their natural curiosity about creepy crawlies. Bug hunts around the school grounds will give the children firsthand experience on which to build their learning. Their imaginations will be fired by a wealth of stories, poems and songs related to Minibeasts. There will be a particular focus on the work of Eric Carle and his Hungry Caterpillar, Bad Tempered Ladybird and Very Busy Spider and from a different culture, the stories of Anansi the spider. These will lead to exciting role play, junk modeling of Minibeasts, painting and collage, both practically and with ICT and in addition programming Beebot bugs! The children will also make playdough and clay sculptures. Their bug hunt investigations will lead them to look at lifecycles of insects. They will survey the grounds and do some simple data handling with their findings. They will link their dance work to weaving webs and their topic will culminate in a wonderful Ugly Bug Ball. 
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Literacy
	During the term, the children will take part in activities relating to the topic of Minibeasts and Gardens. The topic will provide opportunities for reading and writing.  They will look at non-fiction books and be encouraged to take part in role-play with confidence.  The children will bring a book home to share in their reading bag every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Please write a comment in their reading record book or sign their Reading Record.
They will continue to read their school/home book once a week with a parent helper and take part in daily Guided Reading activities. 

They will also have sight words to learn to read and spell.
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Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy 
	They will look at the areas of counting, comparing and ordering numbers 0-20. Through practical activities they will continue to develop the vocabulary involved in adding and subtracting. They will find one more than a number from 1-10. They will use language such as heavier or lighter to compare two quantities. They will begin to understand and use the vocabulary related to money. They will use money in role play to pay and give change. They will use everyday words to describe position and begin to know the days of the week in order.
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Understanding the World
	The children will work with Beebot, a programmable toy in the shape of a bee. They will work with the ipads to take photographs, make collages and e-books.
The children will record the minibeasts they find on a bug hunt for data handling.  They will compare and contrast minibeasts discovered.

  The children will work with water, sand, small play and construction sets.

The children will look at the World Faith of Judaism.
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Expressive Arts and Design
	As part of their creative development they will use a widening range of materials and techniques.  They will cut, stick, paint, print and make models and collages. They will produce minibeast sculptures using playdough and clay. They will take part in the role play of minibeast stories and imaginary play with toy minibeasts.
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PSHE
	Their topic will end next term with a wonderful Ugly Bug Ball, for which the children will need a mini beast costume of their choice. 

(More details will follow closer to the date.)
The children will be encouraged to join in with stories and take part in minibeast role play. They will actively identify bugs in the bug hunt, asks questions of the wildlife experts.
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Physical Development
	The children will use small and large equipment to further develop throwing, catching, rolling and kicking skills.  

 They will use fine motor control when programming Beebot, using the ipads and junk modelling.
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Homework
	The children will bring a book home on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  Please make a comment in their Reading Record Book so that we know they are ready for a new book.
We will continue to send home sight word cards to learn. Once your child is confident with reading them they should practice writing each word, with the correct letter formation.
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British Values
	Throughout this topic the children will have many opportunities to influence the democratic process when making decisions about how to plan and run their garden shop. When selling plants to their parents they will work together to make decisions about how best to sell their products. The children will be encouraged to develop a sense of mutual respect for those who care for special places and plants. 
Mutual respect and tolerance of other faiths and beliefs is covered through our RE lessons.
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Safeguarding
	The children will learn about which plants are safe to touch and eat and which must be avoided.

We will also explore ‘safe’ colours in relation to plants and animals.

	Pupil Premium
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Cultural Capital
	Children will:

· Take part in a Teddy Bears’ Picnic outdoor learning experience day, problem-solving and learning from failure as part of the activities.


