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Year 2
Summer Term 
Rainforests
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This topic is all about learning to appreciate the diversity of our planet, portrayed through the millions of plants and creatures in the rainforests. The children will learn all about habitats, life processes of plants and animals and the sustainability of rainforest regions. They will also consider the sounds of the forest and learn all about how sounds are made and travel. A trip to Eden will enable the children to gain an understanding of the importance of the forests for many of our everyday products. There will be a historical study of ancient forest dwellers and a look at how their lives changed and continue to change with influences from the western world. A study of the Amazon River will enable the children to get an insight into the diversity of cultures in different places along the river and how the river is a vital transport link. Using ICT the children will make animations of the traditional forest stories. A project, printing rainforest banners, will transform the classroom inspiring creativity and imagination.
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Literacy
	Many types of non-fiction texts ranging from information texts, explanations and non chronological reports; all related to the forest and its species. The children will also write their own rainforest story having visited Eden and got a feel for the rainforest atmosphere and in response to “The Jungle Book”.
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Maths
	Every term the children will cover a variety of Maths objectives related to five main areas:

Counting, partitioning and calculating

Securing number facts and understanding shape

Handling data and measures

Calculating and measuring

Reasoning and applying mathematical ideas.
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Science
	The sounds of the rainforest will be a starting point to discover how sounds are made, how they travel and how they can be altered. The plants and animals of the forest will be the main focus of study as the children establish life processes, classification and environments. They will also look at rainforest weather and seasons and compare them to our climate.
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History

	The children will play history detectives and research the lives of the ancient forest dwellers, particularly in the light of the recent discoveries about the people of the Amazon. They will compare their existence with that of forest dwellers today and also compare it with their own lives. They will find out about pioneers and explorers who discovered the rainforest and see how their influence impacted upon the native people.

	[image: image5.jpg]



Geography
	The children will study rivers with a focus on the Amazon – looking at its role in transport and local sustainability. They will compare the different communities at different places on the river. They will also look at the forest in terms of sustainability and begin to touch upon the issues of deforestation and farming in the region.
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Art
	The children will be creating huge and vibrant rainforest banners. They will use mono and screen printing techniques onto fabric. They will use stencils to create a layered rainforest print.
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ICT
	The internet will be used for research in all aspects of this topic. The children will make “Nick Park” style models and subsequent animations of their rainforest creatures and how they can look after the rainforest. They will record the animation using the ipads and add background music using Garageband.

Throughout the topic digital literacy (e-safety) skills will be developed.
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Music
	The sights and sounds of the rainforest will inspire the music of this topic. The children will use this inspiration to compose using symbols and a variety of instruments.
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PSHE
	Through this topic the children will look at issues of respecting other cultures. They will discuss rights and responsibilities and have a say on what is fair and unfair. They will also look at sustainability of the rainforests and begin to form their opinions on the issues that arise.
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Homework
	Daily reading with an adult.
Homework will be based on Literacy, Numeracy or another curriculum subject. Homework will be given on a Monday to be handed in by Friday.
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British Values

	Looking at the lives of forest people and listening to traditional forest stories will give the children an insight into a completely different culture. Sustainability is a key message from this topic and understanding that choices we make here have an impact on the future of the rainforests. The children will be encouraged to consider what they can do.

Mutual respect and tolerance of other faiths and beliefs are taught in our RE topics.
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Safeguarding

	Through a trip to Eden the children will learn about the importance of many rainforest plants for medicines. This will promote a discussion about the benefits and also the dangers of medicines. They will also learn how some plants can be dangerous either through physical features or ingestion.

	Pupil Premium
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Cultural Capital
	Children will:

· Visit Eden


