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Year 6
Autumn Term 1st Half
Terrific Trees
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This topic aims to focus our children’s attention on the importance of trees throughout the world. They will look at trees in many different climates; study their ecosystems and their biology. It will also focus on the sustainability of forestry and look at issues surrounding the lives of forest dwellers. Trips to local woodlands at Trebah, Tehidy, Gyllingdune Gardens and the Cemetery will enhance the children’s understanding of native British trees. This will provide opportunities for identification, classification and mapping fieldwork and they will produce databases on their classifications. We will also visit Trebah to look at more exotic trees and plants. This will lead to studies of global issues, particularly the importance of tropical rainforests.
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Literacy
	Facts and debate are the main focus of the literacy of this topic. Through the studies of a life cycle of a tree and the extensive fieldwork of native trees the children will embark on formal writing about trees, woodland habitats and life cycles of trees. They will then use their imaginations, pretending they are a tree and writing their own autobiography about their life. This will then extend to debates and argument writing about various issues surrounding trees and deforestation. After gaining a solid appreciation of trees the children will culminate their studies with a poetry and imagery focus on the beauty of trees.
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Maths
	Every term the children will cover a variety of maths objectives related to five main areas:
Counting, partitioning and calculating

Securing number facts and understanding shape

Handling data and measures

Calculating and measuring

Reasoning and applying mathematical ideas.
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Science
	The children will look at all stages in the life cycle of plants and compare these to the stages in the life cycles of humans and some rainforest dwellers. They will look at the structure and functions of various plant parts and study conditions needed for growth. This topic will also look at how plants have evolved over time and how adaptations have been made to secure survival of the species.
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History
	The history of this topic provides a brief overview of rainforest life in AD900 and the Mayan civilization.
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Geography
	Fieldwork will be a key part of this topic. Children will be mapping local woodland and identifying features. They will be reading and producing maps on a range of scales. They will also be looking at the world’s distribution of forests and identifying the climatic / geographical features that cause different types of forest to develop. They will also be entering into the global debate about sustainability of the rainforests.
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Art
	The children will explore the work of Henri Rousseau and recreate their own forest pictures in the same style. In addition the children will be out and about in local gardens. At Gyllingdune they will paint watercolours of flowers which they then use to make flower sculptures. Using a variety of materials. At Trebah and Gyllingdune they will also make observational drawings of trees and flowers using pastels.
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DT
	There is no DT linked to this topic.
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ICT
	The children will use databases using Information Workshop to classify all of the information discovered through their fieldwork in the woods. They will use these to produce graphs of their data and to ask questions of their data. They will also use the ipads to film whilst out in the woods and use their movies to enhance their poetry writing. The children will have the opportunity to use light sensors and dataloggers to analyse different conditions for plant growth in the woods.

Throughout the topic digital literacy (e-safety) skills will be developed.
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Music
	The children will use forest / jungle film as an inspiration to compose a sound track for it then play it back over the film. They will repeat with their own i-pad images from the woods.
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PSHE
	The main focus here will be PSHE through issues involving sustainability of the rainforest, including the lives of the forest dwellers, and also an appreciation of the world’s natural resources. There will be discussions about drugs relating to the Amazon cocaine farmers.
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Homework
	Reading – every night for 15-20 minutes – record in reading records.
Spellings– given out on a Monday for a test the following Monday.

Times Tables and related division facts – It is essential that these are known in Year 6 – there will be a focus each week with a quick test on a Friday.

One or two other pieces (related to literacy, maths or topic) given out on Monday and collected Friday.
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	Pupil Premium
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