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Year 3
Autumn Term 2nd Half
The Orchestra
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Music is at the heart of this creative topic. The children will look at all types of music making. They hope to visit a pit orchestra or a recording studio, studying and listening to sound, seeing how sounds are produced and how sounds can be changed leading to DT where they will make their own musical instruments. They will study famous orchestral pieces and look at the composers’ lives and countries of origin, enabling them to write information texts about composers, their work and the instruments used. Instruments will inspire their shape poetry and enhance their work on plays.
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Literacy
	The study of Peter and the Wolf will provide the children with the ideal base to explore all of the instruments of the orchestra and they will create dialogue and plays from parts of this piece. Linked to their work on Picasso’s guitars the children will create shape poems illustrating different instruments of the orchestra.
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Maths
	Every term the children will cover a variety of maths objectives related to five main areas:

Counting, partitioning and calculating

Securing number facts and understanding shape

Handling data and measures

Calculating and measuring

Reasoning and applying mathematical ideas.
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Science
	Through this topic the children will gain a comprehensive understanding of sound. They will play tuned and untuned instruments, seeing and feeling vibrations and experimenting with altering pitch and volume. They will study how sound travels, what sound travels through and think about how they hear. This will link to PSHE discussions about how it feels not to hear sounds. They will love making string telephones to prove how sound travels much better through solids than gases.
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History

	A brief tour of music through the ages will enable the children to get a much broader picture of how music and musical instruments have changed and developed over the centuries. Through this historical tour they will also look at the life and works of famous composers / musicians from different time periods enabling them to compare and contrast their techniques and inspirations.
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Geography
	This topic will enable the children to gain a wealth of experience identifying countries on maps as they study world music and a range of European composers.
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Art
	There is no art in this topic.
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DT
	Linked to their science work children will use resistant materials to design and make their own musical instrument that can alter pitch and volume; either a copy of a traditional instrument or a new one of their own invention. 
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ICT
	ICT will be used for many aspects of this topic: - dataloggers for sound experiments. The children will use 2simple music toolkit to compose their own music and use musical notation. They will also use the internet to research the lives of composers. ICT will also be important in the presentation of some of this topic.

Throughout the topic digital literacy (e-safety) skills will be developed.
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Music
	Music is this whole topic so the children will be using music as a stimulus for all areas of their curriculum. In particular though they will be comparing the effects that music creates and their special focus will be Peter and the Wolf. Through this piece they will see how the whole orchestra is used in different ways to dramatise every scene of the story.
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PSHE
	Study of the orchestra will reinforce the importance of teamwork and the need to work in harmony together to achieve a goal. The children will also study disability in respect to deafness and gain an understanding and empathy for people who have a disability which affects their senses.
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Homework
	Children are expected to read at home daily. This could be any reading material so long as the children are experiencing a wide range of genre. Homework will be given twice a week. The first piece will be set on a Tuesday, to be handed in by Thursday and the second set on Thursday to be completed by Monday.
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British Values
	The children will be given opportunity to increase their self-confidence and develop their self-esteem when performing to an audience.
Mutual respect and tolerance of other faiths and beliefs is covered through our RE lessons.
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Safeguarding
	By listening to different styles of music the children will explore the emotions that music promotes within them. They will look at their emotional health, learning how to relax to music and how music can relieve stress.

	Pupil Premium
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Cultural Capital
	Children will:
· Learn a musical instrument (violin) and perform to an audience


