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Year 2
Spring Term 1st half
The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch
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A wonderful literacy based topic linked to the stories of the Lighthouse Keeper and his inventive ways for getting his lunch. The children will look at lighthouses in and around Cornwall (including hopefully visiting Lizard Lighthouse) and discuss why they are so important. Through studying electricity they will see how lights can be made to flash on and off. They will also study forces and set up a giant pulley system to replicate that in the book. This will lead them to investigating materials to make their own waterproof and weatherproof basket. Using control programs in ICT they will navigate a ship around a map. As a history link they will learn of heroic rescues involving lighthouses and discover the story of Grace Darling. 
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Literacy
	The children will study all of the stories about the lighthouse keeper and his adventures. They will write instructions and explanations linked to Grace Darling’s rescue.
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Maths
	Every term the children will cover a variety of Maths objectives related to five main areas:

Counting, partitioning and calculating

Securing number facts and understanding shape

Handling data and measures

Calculating and measuring

Reasoning and applying mathematical ideas.
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Science
	Electricity, forces and materials will all play a key role in the science for this topic. The children will understand the meaning of a light source and make simple circuits to light a bulb and explore ways of switching the bulb on and off. A huge pulley system will teach the children about forces being pushes and pulls then they will conduct various experiments on materials to establish properties of waterproofing and shaping to make a “basket” to transport the lighthouse keeper’s lunch.
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History
	The history for this topic is related to the story of Grace Darling and her daring rescue.
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Geography
	The children will study the locations of lighthouses around Cornwall. They will also look at the weather in relation to the importance of lighthouses.
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Art
	The art for this unit is to study and create a seascape. 
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DT
	The children design and make a waterproof, birdproof basket that can be attached to a pulley to take the lunch across! 
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ICT
	The children will use the control program Beebot to navigate a ship around a map of a dangerous coastline. They will also use the Beebot app and hopscotch to write a simple algorithm with repeating commands.

Throughout the topic digital literacy (e-safety) skills will be developed. 
iPads will be used to create books about Cornish lighthouses. 
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Music
	The music in this topic is all linked to the weather – a key part of the lighthouse keeper’s life. The children will use sea poetry as an inspiration for their own musical compositions. They will also be using the start of Noah’s Ark to illustrate with musical interludes with a key focus on timbre, tempo and dynamics. 
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PSHE
	The PSHE in this topic is related to people who help us – especially the lifeguards, lifeboat men and coastguards who keep us safe in and around the sea. Their fundraising for the RNLI also has an impact on this part of the topic.
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Homework
	Daily reading with an adult and weekly spellings.
Homework will be based on Literacy, Numeracy or another curriculum subject. Homework is handed out on Mondays and collected on Fridays.
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Economic Well Being
	Through this topic  and our next one (Health) the children will find out all about their bodies and how to keep themselves fit and healthy through making the right choices enable them to be ready for work. . They will visit the National Maritime Museum and have opportunities to ask a variety of workers about their roles. The coastguard will visit school enabling them to get a better understanding of their role in keeping us safe and healthy and finding out details of their jobs.
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British Values
	Throughout the topic the children will be learning about real life heroes, such as Grace Darling, who make a positive contribution to society. 
Mutual respect and tolerance of other faiths and beliefs is covered through our RE lessons.
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Safeguarding
	Sea safety is a key aspect of this topic. Children will learn of the perils of the sea and how they can keep themselves safe whilst out on boats. They will also learn how to call the emergency services for help if a rescue is required.
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Cultural Capital
	Children will:

· Visit the Maritime Museum
· Travel on a train


